R.E. Curriculum Map – a subject overview from YR-6
(detailing the relevant curriculum elements covered)
Autumn Terms
Year R

Year 1

Family, Harvest &
saying ‘Thank you’

Special Events
(Birthdays, Birth of Jesus)

Recognises and describes
special times with family.
Talk about significant events in
own experience.
Enjoys joining in with family
customs and routines.

Show an interest in different ways
of life.
Talk about similarities and
differences between themselves,
others, families and traditions.

Community &
Belonging

Christmas through Light
& Advent

Explore their sense of
belonging.
Talk about belonging for
Christains and Muslims.
Understand why the church is
a special place to Christians &
the importance of baptism.
Learn about the symbols
associated with Harvest.

Year 2

Special Places
Understand the significance of
why some places are special to
people.
Know how Christians worship.
Talk about similarities and
differences between church
and mosques.
Learn about the symbols
associated with Harvest.

Celebrate the birth of Jesus.
Learn about the symbols
associated with Christmas.

Christmas through Angels
Celebrating the significance of
Angels to the birth of Jesus.
Know why Jesus is a special
person.

Spring Terms

Summer Terms

Spring/ Easter
Talk about similarities and
differences between
traditions.
Enjoy joining in with family
customs and routines.

Ramadan
Talk about similarities and
differences between
themselves, others, families
and traditions.

Holi

Easter

Ramadan

Explore idea of change.
Note similarities & differences
between the rituals.

Explore the significance of the
Easter story to Christians.
Learn about the themes of
new life, sadness and joy.

Explore important religious
festival to Muslims and
compare to Christian ones.
Learn about the symbols and
celebrations linked to festival.
Learn about the significance
of the prayer rituals for
Muslims.

Holi

Easter

Discuss the importance of
Krishna to Holi.
Understand the importance of
the key values of home,
respect & responsibility.

Understand the importance of
the Easter story to Christians.
Learn about the symbols &
celebrations associated with
Easter.

Ramadan
Know that Allah is the One
True God to Muslims.
Know the importance of the
Bible and Qur’an as special
books.

Stories about Jesus
Explore key stories about
Jesus and miracles.
Know that Jesus is a special
person.

Creation Stories &
Celebrating Nature
Understand the Christian idea
of God as a creator.
Explore alternative creation
stories.

Trees - Symbolism
Year 3

Year 4

Describe personal responses
to trees as symbols
Describe examples of when
the tree symbol is used/is
useful
Describe what the word
symbol means
Describe how the symbol of
a tree is used in Christianity
in the Adam and Eve story
Describe the importance of
the tree as a symbol to
Christians

Madonna and Child –
Holiness
Describe what the word holiness
means
Describe how and why
Christians show holiness for
images of the Madonna and
Child
Describe the importance of the
‘holiness’ which is attributed to
the Madonna and Child by
Christians
Describe their own response to
the concept holiness
Identify simple examples of how
others are affected by holiness

Creation - Creation

Advent – Prophecy

Explain the meaning of the
word creation
Describe the stories of
creation from Genesis and
their similarities and
differences
Explain their opinions about
the significance of the
biblical creation stories
Explain a personal response
to the way in which creation
has been evident in their
own experience
Explain how their ideas of
creation may affect their
experience and others.

Describe the meaning of the
word ‘anticipation’
Describe the purpose of Advent
symbols within Christianity
Evaluate the value of Advent
Symbols to Christians
Describe their feelings
associated with Advent Symbols
Describe times of anticipation
in their own lives
Describe how anticipation can
evoke different feelings in
different situations.

Purim – Good and Evil

Easter – Suffering

The Torah – Covenant

Baptism – Belonging

Describe the meaning of
the words ‘good and evil’
Describe the story behind
Purim
Describe how good/evil is
remembered during the
Purim festival
Describe and identify how
their opinions about the
significance of the Purim
festival for Jews
Describe a personal
response to the way in
which good and evil has
been evident in their own
experience
Describe how their ideas of
good/evil may affect their
experience and others

Describe in simple terms the
concept of suffering
Talk about and use simple
terms, pictures and speech
bubbles to reflect the
suffering experienced by
Jesus in the Easter Story
Provide a simple description
of how Jesus suffered in the
Easter Story
Evaluate how the Easter
Story affects the beliefs of
Christians by talking about
suffering
Identify examples of suffering
in their own lives and use
simple terms to respond to
this
Identify simple examples of
how others are affected by
suffering

Describe the meaning of
‘covenant’
Describe how the Torah
expresses the concept of
covenant to Jews
Describe and identify their
opinions about the
significance of the Torah’s
covenant to the life of Jews
Describe a personal
response to the way in
which different situations
regarding covenant have
been evident in their own
experiences
Describe how their ideas
about covenant may affect
their experience and others’

Describe in simple terms
the concept belonging
Identify and talk about the
importance of ‘belonging’ in
Christianity and how
baptism is an expression of
‘belonging’
Evaluate in simple terms
the importance of belonging
to a Christian community
Describe in simple terms
how ‘belonging’ is
significant in their lives
Identify simple examples of
how belonging is important
in their lives and the lives
of others

Jesus’s Teachings and
Messages - Messages

Paschal Candle Ritual

Passover - Freedom

The Synagogue –
Worship

Describe the meaning of
the word ‘messages’
Describe the Christian
belief that Jesus’ stories
contained a message
Describe their opinions
about the significance of
these messages and the
value of these messages to
Christians
Express a personal
response to the way in
which different messages
have been evident in their
own experience
Explain how their ideas
about messages may affect
their experiences and
others.

Describe the meaning of
the word ‘ritual’ and be
clear that this is different to
‘routine’
Describe how the Paschal
Candle ritual illustrates
Jesus death and
resurrection
Describe their responses
and misconceptions to the
concept ritual
Evaluate ritual by
describing the value of the
Paschal Candle ritual to
Christians
Identify and describe how
responses to the idea of
ritual may affect the way
people live
Identify and describe the
importance of ritual in the
lives of Christians and
others

Describe the meaning of
‘freedom’
Describe how Pesach
reminds Jews of the
Israelites release from
slavery
Describe opinions about the
significance of the Pesach
symbols have for Jews
Express a personal
response to the way in
which different situations
regarding freedom have
been evident in their own
experience
Describe ideas about
freedom may affect their
experience and others

Describe the meaning of
the word ‘worship’
Describe how and why Jews
worship in a synagogue
Describe their opinions
about the significance of
the synagogue for Jewish
worship
Describe a personal
response to the way in
which worship has been
evident in their experience
Describe how their ideas
about worship may affect
their experience and others

Year 5

Five Pillars of Islam –
Submission

The Magi and Their Gifts
– Prophecy

Muhammad and the
Qu’ran – Authority

The Empty Cross –
Symbolism

The Eucharist –
Identity

Explain the meaning of the
word ‘submission’
Describe the 5 Pillars and
understand how they are
relevant to Muslims
Explain why it is important
for Muslims to submit to
Allah
Explain their opinions about
the significance of
submitting to Allah
Express a personal response
to their own pillars
Explain how their ideas
about submission may affect
their experience and others

Explain the meaning of the word
‘prophecy’
Explain the prophecy in the
Magi’s gifts
Explain their opinions about the
significance of these prophecies
for Christians
Express a personal response to
the way in which prophecy has
been evident in their own
experience
Explain how their ideas about
prophecy may affect their
experience and others

Explain the meaning of the
word authority
Explain how Muhammad
had the authority to reveal
Allah’s message
Explain how Muslim’s
recognise the authority of
the Qu’ran
Explain how Christ’s
resurrection is expressed in
religious art
Evaluate how a Muslim may
respond if the authority of
the Qu’ran was renounced
Express the importance of
authority in their own lives
and the lives of others
Explain when authority is
important in their lives and
the lives of others

Explain the meaning of
‘symbol’
Explain the biblical story
that illustrates Jesus’
resurrection and explain
how the Empty Cross is a
symbol of resurrection for
Christians
Explain their responses and
misconceptions to the
concept symbol
Pupils can express a
personal response to the
way in which different
‘symbols’ have been
evident in their own
experience
Identify and explain how
responses to the idea of
symbol affect the way
people live

Explain the meaning of the
word identity
Describe the story behind
Purim
Explain how Christians use
Eucharist forms an integral
part of their identity
Explain how their opinions
about the significance of
Eucharist
Explain a personal response
to the way in which identify
has been evident in their
own experience
Explain how their ideas of
identity may affect their
experience and others

Prayer – Communication

What Christians
Believe About Jesus –
Incarnation

Easter – Resurrection

The Mosque – Faith
Year 6

Explain the meaning of the
word ‘faith’
Explain how the mosque
facilitates formal expression
of faith
Explain their opinions about
how Muslims express their
faith in the mosque
Express a personal response
to the way in which faith has
been evident in their own
experience
Explain how their ideas
about faith may affect their
experience and that of
others

Express a personal response to
the way in which different forms
of communication is evident in
their own lives
Explain how their ideas about
communication may affect their
experience and those of others
Explain the meaning of the word
‘communication’
Explain the Christian belief that
prayer enables Christians to
communicate to God, giving
their opinions about the
significance of communication
through prayer as a central
Christian practise

Birth Narratives –
Interpretation
Explain the meaning of the word
‘interpretation’
Explain the two interpretations
of the story of the birth of Jesus
Explain their opinions about the
significance of these different
interpretations have for
Christians
Express a personal response to
the way in which different
situations have been evident in
their own experience
Explain how their ideas about
interpretation may affect their
experience and others

Explain the meaning of the
word ‘incarnation’ and the
Christian belief that God
became man in the
incarnation of Jesus
Explain opinions about the
significance of Jesus’
incarnation
Express a personal
response to the way in
which different experiences
of people have been
evident in their own lives
Explain how their ideas
about incarnation may
affect their experience and
others

Explain the meaning of the
word resurrection
Explain how a Gospel Story
explains the resurrection of
Christ
Explain how Christ’s
resurrection is expressed in
religious art
Evaluate and explain how a
Christian may respond to
artwork depicting the death
and resurrection of Christ
Express and explain the
importance of art in their
own lives and the lives of
others

Jesus’ Message –
Faith
Explain the meaning of
‘faith’
Explain how faith
contributes to a Christian’s
identity
Pupils to explain their
responses and
misconceptions to the
concept faith
Identify and explain how
responses to the idea of
faith affect the way people
live

Five Pillars of Islam – Submission
Explain the meaning of the word ‘submission’
Describe the 5 Pillars and understand how they are
relevant to Muslims
Explain why it is important for Muslims to submit to Allah
Explain their opinions about the significance of submitting
to Allah
Express a personal response to their own pillars
Explain how their ideas about submission may affect their
experience and others

Glossary
Advent - the first season of the church year, leading up to Christmas
Covenant - an agreement
Eucharist - the Christian service commemorating the Last Supper
Holi - a Hindu festival, marking the end of winter
Paschal candle - a large candle placed by the altar in a church, which is lit on Holy Saturday until Pentecost
Prophecy - a prediction of what will happen in the future
Purim - a Jewish holiday commemorating Jewish people being saved from Haman
Ritual - a series of actions performed according to a prescribed order
Submission - accepting or yielding to a superior force

